
 

DC BEER WEEK PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT 
 
By purchasing a Sponsorship Package for DC Beer Week, the purchaser (“Licensee”) agrees to 
be bound by this Participation Agreement (“Agreement”), by and between Licensee and the 
District of Columbia Brewers’ Guild.   This Agreement governs the rights, restrictions, and 
obligations of Licensee’s permissible use of the DC BEER WEEK mark.  
 
WHEREAS, Licensor is the sole and exclusive owner of Federal, state and common law 
trademark rights to the mark DC BEER WEEK and the logos depicted below (collectively, 
“DCBW Marks”): 
 

 
DC BEER WEEK™ 

 

 
 
 
WHEREAS, Licensee desires to participate in DC Beer Week 2018, and obtain from Licensor a 
non-exclusive license to use the DCBW Marks on or in association with DC Beer Week 2018; 
and  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the promises and agreements set forth herein, the 
parties, each intending to be legally bound hereby, do promise and agree as follows: 
 

LICENSE  
  
A. Licensor hereby grants to Licensee for the Term of this Agreement as recited herein the non-
exclusive right and license to use the DCBW Marks in connection with DC Beer Week 
(“DCBW”) to promote, advertise, and offer DCBW events according to the sponshorship type 
purchased. Licensee shall not promote, offer, or permit to be offered any DCBW events, nor 
shall Licensee use the DCBW Marks except as provided for herein. Licensee is restricted to 
promoting, offering DCBW events, and using the DCBW marks in accordance with the 
sponsorship type purchased by Licensee, as follows: 



1. Spotlight Event Sponsor. Licensee purchasing a Spotlight Event Sponsorship may use 
the DCBW Marks to promote a single Spotlight Event by Licensee corresponding to the date 
granted by Licensor for the Spotlight Event Sponsorship. Licensee is prohibited from promoting, 
advertising or offering other Spotlight Events except for the single Spotlight Event granted by 
Licensor. Licensee may use the DCBW Marks to promote other events only in accordance with 
General Event Sponsors.  Licensee shall not promote any events as educational or in any other 
way that may cause confusion with Educational Event Sponsor events. 

2. General Event Sponsor. Licensee purchasing a General Event Sponsorship may use the 
DCBW Marks to promote one or more general events hosted during DCBW.  Licensee shall not 
promote any events as educational or in any other way that may cause confusion with 
Educational Event Sponsor events.  Licensee shall not promote any events as Spotlight Events or 
in any other way that may cause confusion with Spotlight Events Sponsors. 

3. Friend of DCBW.  Licensee purchasing a Friend of DCBW Sponsorship may use the 
DCBW Marks only to promote events of others held during DCBW, and to promote DCBW 
generally.  Licensee shall not promote any events as educational or in any other way that may 
cause confusion with Educational Event Sponsor events, unless referring to an event approved by 
Licensor as an Educational Event.  Licensee shall not promote any events as Spotlight Events or 
in any other way that may cause confusion with Spotlight Events Sponsors, unless referring to an 
event approved by Licensor as a Spotlight Event. 

4. Educational Event Sponsor. Licensee purchasing an Educational Event Sponsorship 
may use the DCBW Marks to promote a single event by Licensee as an Educational event only 
upon separate approval by Licensor. Licensee may further use the DCBW Marks to promote 
other events as permitted by General Event Sponsors.  Licensee shall not promote any events as 
Spotlight Events or in any other way that may cause confusion with Spotlight Events Sponsors.   
 

TERM AND TERMINATION OF THE AGREEMENT  
  
This Agreement and the provisions hereof, except as otherwise provided, shall be in full force 
and effect commencing on the date of Licensee’s sponsorship purchase (Effective Date) and 
shall extend through August 26, 2018 (the Term), unless sooner terminated as provided in this 
Agreement or unless extended by agreement of the parties.   

 
Licensor may terminate this Agreement immediately for cause upon providing written notice to 
Licensee.  Cause shall include any breach of this Agreement, as well as any action, omission, or 
act by Licensee which, at Licensor’s sole discretion, actually does or has the potential to injure or 
tarnish the DCBW Marks and/or the DC Brewers’ Guild.  No refunds of any monies paid shall 
be due in the event of termination. Upon termination of this Agreement, for any reason, Licensee 
shall immediately and completely discontinue all use of the DCBW Marks and any confusingly 
similar marks.   
 

NOTICES, QUALITY CONTROL, AND USAGE OF DCBW MARKS 

A. Restriction to Type of License Obtained. Licensee shall not offer or permit to be offered any 
DCBW events outside the scope of the type of license granted by Licensor to Licensee. 

B. DCBW promotional, packaging, and advertising material shall be of a high quality at least 
equal to the standard of goods/services generally accepted in the beverage, bar, and restaurant 
industry.  

C. Licensee agrees to use only the DCBW Marks as reproduced above, including the “TM” 
symbol with the word mark.  No other DCBW logo may be used without authorization of the DC 
Brewers’ Guild.  Licensee further agrees to include “The DC BEER WEEK mark and logo are 



used with permission of the DC Brewers’ Guild” on all advertisements and promotions in which 
a DCBW Mark is used.   

D. If the quality of the form and usage of the DCBW Marks, and any DCBW events offered in 
connection with the DCBW Marks falls below the quality generally accepted in the industry, 
Licensee shall use its best efforts to restore such quality. In the event that Licensee has not taken 
appropriate steps to restore such quality within 24 hours after notification by Licensor, Licensor 
shall have the right to require that the Licensee cease using the DCBW Marks.  

E. Licensee shall not perform or permit to be performed any act that might in any way impair the 
goodwill or other rights of Licensor in the DCBW Marks or that might otherwise prejudice, or 
damage the reputation of, the DCBW Marks.  
 

5. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 

A. Licensee acknowledges Licensor’s exclusive rights in the DCBW Marks and, further, 
acknowledges that the DCBW Marks are unique and original to Licensor and that Licensor is the 
owner thereof. Licensee shall not, at any time during or after the effective Term of the 
Agreement, dispute or contest, directly or indirectly, Licensor's exclusive right and title to the 
DCBW Marks or the validity thereof. Licensor, however, makes no representation or warranty 
with respect to the validity of any patent, trademark, or copyright that may issue or be granted 
therefrom.  

B. Licensee acknowledges that the DCBW Marks have acquired secondary meaning.  

C. Licensee agrees that its use of the DCBW Marks inures to the benefit of Licensor and that the 
Licensee shall not acquire any rights in the DCBW Marks as a result of this license.   
 

6. INDEMNITY AND INSURANCE 
  
Licensee agrees to defend and indemnify Licensor, and its officers, directors, agents, and 
employees, against all costs, expenses, and losses (including reasonable attorney fees and costs) 
incurred through claims of third parties against Licensor based on the manufacture or sale of the 
goods/services under the DCBW Marks. With respect to the risks assumed, Licensee shall 
maintain policies of comprehensive general liability insurance with an insurer satisfactory to 
Licensor. 
 

7. JURISDICTION AND DISPUTES  

A. This Agreement shall be governed in accordance with the laws of the District of Columbia.  

B. All disputes under this Agreement shall be resolved by the courts of the District of Columbia, 
including the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, and the parties all consent to the 
jurisdiction of such courts, agree to accept service of process by mail, and hereby waive any 
jurisdictional or venue defenses otherwise available to it.  
 

8. AGREEMENT BINDING ON SUCCESSORS  
  
The provisions of the Agreement shall be binding on and shall inure to the benefit of the parties 
hereto, and their heirs, administrators, successors, and assigns.  
 

9. WAIVER  
  
No waiver by either party of any default shall be deemed as a waiver of prior or subsequent 
default of the same or other provisions of this Agreement.  



 

10. SEVERABILITY  

 
If any term, clause, or provision hereof is held invalid or unenforceable by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect the validity or operation of any other term, clause, or 
provision and such invalid term, clause, or provision shall be deemed to be severed from the 
Agreement.  
 

11. ASSIGNABILITY  
  
The license granted hereunder is personal to Licensee and shall not be assigned by any act of 
Licensee or by operation of law. This License is null and void immediately preceding a 
declaration of bankruptcy by Licensee. 
 

12. INTEGRATION  
 
This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding of the parties, and revokes and supersedes 
all prior agreements between the parties. It shall not be modified or amended except in writing 
signed by the parties hereto and specifically referring to this Agreement.  
 

 


